
 

UNIT 7: World War Two Exam 

1) Who was England’s Prime Minister 

from 1940 to 1945? 

a. Neville Chamberlain     b. Winston 

Churchill 

c. David Lloyd George      d. Clement 

Attlee 
 

2) Who was U.S. President during the 

most of World War Two? 

a. Woodrow Wilson            b. Teddy 

Roosevelt  

c. Franklin D. Roosevelt     d. Dwight D. 

Eisenhower  
 

3) Who was Japan’s Emperor during 

World War Two? 

a. Hirohito            b. Kamikaze  

c. Matsumoto     d. Charles II  
 

4) World War Two officially started in: 

a. 1939       b. 1940       c. 1941       d. 1942 
 

5) The Allied Powers included: 

a. Just England, the Soviet Union and the 

United States 

b. Italy, Germany, Japan and a handful of 

other allies 

c. Just Italy, Germany and Japan 

d. England, Soviet Union, United States 

and dozens of other allies 
 

6) Japan’s Anti-Comintern Pact with 

Germany, Italy & others:  

a. Declared their collective intent to 

conquer the globe  

b. Stated their agreement to oppose 

communism in any form 

c. Was a secret agreement to declare war 

on the United States 

d. Both A and C 
 

7) Axis Powers (Italy-Germany-Japan) 

were called such because 

a. They believed they were the superior 

racial groups 

b. They believed they were the pivot point 

for the future 

c. It sounds menacing; appropriate for 

world domination 

d. It was the only word common to all 

three languages 
 

8) For the Nazis, the Final Solution was: 

a. Inherently racist and social Darwinist   

b. A plan to exterminate Europe’s Jewish 

populations 

c. A German intent to break the Hitler-

Stalin Pact & invade Russia 

d. Both A and B 
 

9) To take Poland, France and others, the 

Nazis used a lighting war recipe of: air 

support, tanks and infantry; known as: 

a. Blitzkrieg    b. Bluminkrieg    c. 

Barbarossa    d. Scortched Earth 
 

10) Before the Nazi bombing of 

Britain, they had already taken: 

a. Italy       b. France       c. Switzerland       

d. Russia 
 

11) Which is not an accurate claim 

about Operation Barbarossa? 

a. It was history’s largest military 

operation (over 4 million men) 

b. It was Nazi Germany and their allies 

invading the Soviet Union 

c. It was ultimately a success as Hitler took 

over the Soviet Union 

d. It betrayed the Hitler-Stalin Pact, though 

Stalin saw it coming 
 

12) Hitler attacked Russia for all of 

these reasons, except: 

a. The Hitler-Stalin Pact (non-aggression 

pact) had expired 

b. He wanted to make German colonies 

out of Ukraine 

c. He hated communism & considered 

Russians to be sub-human 

d. He believed Germans were racially 

superior to Russians 
 

13) The Second Front Controversy was 

called such because: 

a. Stalin was upset that Russians had the 

highest death tolls 

b. The Allies were slow to aid Stalin and 

invade Western Europe  

c. The Allies focused on N. Africa and Italy 

first, perturbing Stalin 

d. All of the Above 
 

14) An Allied D-Day Invasion of 

Normandy was vital because it: 

a. opened a second front & forced Hitler 

to focus on east & west 

b. meant that the Allies now fought to 

liberate Western Europe 

c. meant U.S. and Soviet soldiers could 

now fight side-by-side 

d. Both A and B 
 

15) Benito Mussolini met his end 

when he was killed by: 

a. A U.S. soldier during the American-led 

invasion of Italy 

b. An angry mob as he tried to escape the 

country 

c. A firing squad after his 1946 trial in Italy 

d. None of the above 
 

16) Which nation was NOT taken 

over by Nazi Germany? 

a. Denmark       b. France       c. Spain       d. 

Greece 
 

17) Which nation was NOT taken 

over by Nazi Germany? 

a. Holland       b. Poland       c. 

Czechoslovakia       d. England 
 

18) Which statement is untrue about 

European Theater Battles? 

a. Market Garden was a failed British-led 

invasion of Germany 

b. Battle of the Bulge was a failed Nazi 

plan to surround the Allies 

c. Battle of Berlin was a successful Soviet 

invasion of Berlin 

d. Normandy (D-Day) was a failed U.S. 

attempt to invade France 
 

19) At the Yalta Conference, the “Big 

Three”: 

a. Churchill, FDR & Stalin agreed Russia 

would help invade Japan 

b. Attlee, Truman & Stalin agreed Russia 

would help invade Japan 

c. Churchill, FDR & Stalin agreed to 

temporarily split Germany 

d. Attlee, Truman & Stalin agreed to 

temporarily split Germany 



e. Both A and C 
 

20) VE Day refers to: 

a. Victory in Europe Day, the day that 

Hitler committed suicide 

b. Victory in Europe Day, the day that the 

Nazis surrendered 

c. Vigorous Effort, a day both the U.S. and 

Soviets entered Berlin 

d. Vital Energy, a codename for the D-Day 

invasion 
 

21) The final battle in the European 

Theater was: 

a. The Battle of Berlin 

b. The Battle of Stalingrad 

c. The Battle of the Bulge 

d. The Battle of Normandy 
 

22) Adolf Hitler met his end when he 

was killed: 

a. Via suicide in a bunker in Berlin 

b. By his generals in a military coup 

c. By the Americans as they reached Berlin 

d. By the Soviets as they reached Berlin 
 

23) All of these groups were 

Holocaust victims, however:  

a. Jews and Gypsies lost the most lives by 

far 

b. Jews, Slavs, Poles and Russians lost the 

most lives 

c. More Russian POWs were killed than 

Jews  

d. More German undesirables (pastors, 

disabled, gays) were killed than Jews  
 

24) Which statement is untrue of the 

Holocaust? 

a. It exclusively targeted Jews for 

genocide, but no other groups 

b. It included Death Camps, work camps, 

and experimentation 

c. Most camps were in Poland, far from 

the German populous 

d. After WWII, Nazi leaders went to trial 

for their involvement 
 

25) Which figure was not a high-

ranking Nazi leader? 

a. Joseph Goebbels 

b. Rudolph Hess 

c. Hermann Goering 

d. Wilhelm II (William II) 
 

26) The Nuremberg Trials (IMT) were 

an opportunity for the: 

a. Jewish community to get revenge on 

the Nazi leaders 

b. Jewish community leaders to face Nazi 

leaders in court 

c. Nazis to have a voice and a fair trial 

regarding their actions 

d. All of the above 
 

27) What is untrue of the Nuremburg 

Trials? 

a. Hitler & Goebbels were there    b. 

Goering was there  

c. 12 were hanged     d. Goering chose 

suicide over hanging  
 

28) A notorious incident of mass 

murder by the Japanese was: 

a. The Holocaust, which targeted the Jews 

b. The Pearl Harbor attack, which was to 

inflict civilian casualties 

c. The Nanking Massacre, also called the 

Rape of Nanking 

d. Both B and C 
 

29) Which nation was NOT taken 

over by the Empire of Japan? 

a. Tibet       b. Philippines       c. Vietnam       

d. Korea 
 

30) The US  was allied with ____ 

during WWII, but not afterward 

a. England       b. Soviet Union       c. France       

d. Australia 
 

31) Before the 1941 Pearl Harbor 

attack, the U.S. took all of the 

following steps to hinder the Empire of 

Japan, except: 

a. Placing an embargo on scrap metal and 

oil 

b. Freezing Japanese assets in U.S. banks 

c. Beginning to work on an atomic weapon 

d. Closing the Panama Canal to Japanese 

shipping 
 

32) What is the correct order of 

events? 

a. Pearl Harbor, U.S. goes to war, battle of 

Iwo Jima, A-bombs 

b. U.S. goes to war, Pearl Harbor, battle of 

Iwo Jima, A-bombs 

c. U.S. goes to war, Pearl Harbor, battle of 

Iwo Jima, A-bombs 

d. Pearl Harbor, U.S. goes to war, A-

bombs, battle of Iwo Jima 
 

33) What were reasons for Japan’s 

1941 attack on Pearl Harbor? 

a. The U.S. trade embargoes on scrap 

metal and oil to Japan 

b. U.S. freezing Japanese assets and 

closing off the Panama Canal 

c. The U.S. declaration of war on Japan, 

Italy and Germany 

d. Both A and B 
 

34) In general, most battles in the 

Pacific Theater resulted in: 

a. Relatively high U.S. death tolls, and low 

Japanese death tolls 

b. Relatively high Japanese death tolls, and 

low U.S. death tolls 

c. Equal death tolls for Japan and the U.S. 

d. Virtually no deaths for either side 
 

35) In the Pacific, “Island Hopping” 

meant that Americans: 

a. would fly over certain islands to land on 

other ones 

b. Would skip islands and let the Japanese 

defenders starve 

c. Used amphibious landing crafts to get 

from island to island 

d. Both A and C 
 

36) Arguably, the turning point in the 

Pacific Theater was the: 

a. First Battle of the Philippines since it was 

one of the only battles where the 

Japanese killed more enemies than they 

lost  

b. Battle of Midway since Japan’s fleet was 

sunk as they aimed to prevent the U.S. 

from being close enough to bomb Japan 

c. Battle of Iwo Jima since it demonstrated 

to the Americans just how willing the 

Japanese were to ‘fight to the death’ 



d. Battle of Okinawa since it was on 

Japanese soil and Japanese planes 

engaged in Kamikaze attacks on nearby 

U.S. ships  
 

37) Iwo Jima & Okinawa were key 

battles for all of these reasons, except: 

a. They were two of the final battles of 

World War Two 

b. They were Japanese soil, and were 

defended bitterly 

c. They could become a staging point for a 

U.S. invasion of Japan 

d. They were bombed with atomic 

weapons 
 

38) Iwo Jima & Okinawa were key 

targets for the U.S. since they: 

a. Were the most populated Japanese 

islands 

b. Were the first islands that Japan had 

conquered back in 1937 

c. Were close enough to Japan to stage 

bombings or invasions 

d. All of the above 
 

39) The significance of the Hiroshima 

& Nagasaki bombs is that: 

a. They were the first nuclear explosions in 

history 

b. They were the first time nuclear bombs 

were used in war 

c. They were the last time nuclear bombs 

were used in war 

d. Both B and C 
 

40) VJ Day refers to: 

a. Victory in Japan Day, when a bomb was 

dropped on Hiroshima 

b. Victory in Japan Day, when a bomb was 

dropped on Nagasaki 

c. Victory in Japan Day, when Japan 

surrendered, ending WWII 

d. Victory in Japan Day, when the U.S. 

marched into Tokyo 
 

41) Japanese Emperor Hirohito  met 

his end when he: 

a. Was killed by one of the Atomic Bombs 

b. Was killed by U.S. soldiers during an 

invasion 

c. Passed away peacefully, decades later 

d. None of the above 
 

42) World War Two officially ended 

in: 

a. 1943       b. 1944       c. 1945       d. 1946 
 

43) In terms of death tolls, World 

War Two was: 

a. Not nearly as bad as WWI 

b. Worse than WWI since the Atom bombs 

killed so many people 

c. Worse than WWI, in fact more Russians 

died in World War Two than the total 

deaths in all of World War One 

d. Worse than WWI since so many gypsies 

were killed 
 

44) What is true of the death tolls in 

World War Two? 

a. By far, the Americans lost more lives 

than their allies 

b. By far, Germany lost more lives than 

their allies 

c. By far, Jews in camps lost more lives 

than the Soviets 

d. By far, Japan lost more lives than their 

allies 
 

45) What is true of the death tolls in 

World War Two? 

a. By far, Russians lost the most lives 

b. By far, Germany lost the most lives 

c. By far, Jews lost the most lives 

d. By far, Japanese lost the most lives 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mussolini and the Italian Declaration of 
War on the U.S. (December 11, 1941) 

  

“This is another day of solemn decision in Italy’s history and 
of memorable events destined to give a new course to the 
history of continents.  The powers of the steel pact, Fascist 
Italy and Nationalist Socialist Germany, ever closely linked, 
participate from today on the side of heroic Japan against the 
United States of America.  The Tripartite Pact becomes a 
military alliance which draws around its colors 250,000,000 
men determined to do all in order to win.  Neither the Axis nor 
Japan wanted an extension of the conflict… One man, one 
man only, a real tyrannical democrat, through a series of 
infinite provocations, betraying with a supreme fraud the 
population of his country, wanted the war and had prepared 
for it day by day with diabolical obstinacy [stubbornness].   

 

46) What does this excerpt reveal about Mussolini? 

a. He considers Italy, Germany and Japan to be united against an 

evil, stubborn tyrant [FDR of the United States] 

b. He recognizes that he is allied with an evil, stubborn tyrant 

[Hitler of Germany] 

c. He recognizes that he is allied with an evil, stubborn tyrant 

[Hirohito of Japan] 

d. He recognizes that he is in fact an evil, stubborn tyrant 

 

47) What exactly is meant by “250,000,000”? 

a. Number of potential male soldiers that could fight from Italy 

b. Number of potential male soldiers that could fight from 

Germany 

c. Number of potential male soldiers that could fight from Japan 

d. Number of potential male soldiers that could fight from Italy, 

Germany and Japan combined 

FDR’s Pearl Harbor Speech asking for a 
declaration of war on Japan (12-8-41) 
 

“Yesterday, December 7, 1941, a date which will live in 
infamy, the United States of America was suddenly and 
deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the Empire of 
Japan…The United States was at peace with that nation, 
and, at the solicitation of Japan, was still in conversation with 
its government and its emperor looking toward the 
maintenance of peace in the Pacific… Yesterday the 
Japanese government also launched as attack against 
Malaya.  Last night Japanese forces attacked Hong Kong.  
Last night Japanese forces attacked Guam.  Last night 
Japanese forces attacked the Philippine Islands.  Last night 
Japanese forces attacked Wake Island.  And this morning the 
Japanese attacked Midway Island.  Japan has, therefore, 
undertaken a surprise offensive extending throughout the 
Pacific area. The facts of yesterday and today speak for 
themselves. The people of the United States have already 
formed their opinions and well understand the implications to 
the very life and safety of our nation.” 

 
48) What does this excerpt reveal about Franklin D. Roosevelt 

(FDR)? 

a. He considers the United States to have provoked the Japanese 

to attack them 

b. He considers the United States to be the only place that Japan 

attacked 

c. He considers the United States to be obligated to give in to 

Japan in order to avoid future attacks 

d. He considers the United States to be innocent, and Japan’s 

attack to be unprovoked 

 

49) FDR believed all of the following to be truths prior to the 

attack, except: 

a. Both the U.S. and Japanese were at peace with each other 

b. Negotiations were underway 

c. Japan had insisted on continued negotiations 

d. An attack was inevitable 

 
 

50) Both of these leaders seem to have differing perspectives on the same situation.  What are 
some key similarities and key differences between the perspectives of Benito Mussolini and Franklin 
D. Roosevelt?  In your answer, either consider what you know about the respective leaderse, or 
consider the excerpts provided.  Answers should be well-written 5-7 sentence paragraphs. 
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